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Seminar on  
Conservation of Heritage Buildings/Precincts  

in Chennai Metropolitan Area 
Valedictory Session 

Presentation of the Recommendations of the Seminar 
by 

Tmt. Susan Mathew IAS, 
Additional Chief Secretary & Vice Chairperson,  
Chennai Metropolitan Development Authority. 

 

 

Hon’ble Minister for Information and Chairman, CMDA, 
 Worshipful Mayor,  

Member-Secretary, CMDA, 
Chief Planner, CMDA 

 Distinguished delegates,  
Senior Officers of the Government,  

Colleagues,  
Ladies and Gentlemen. 

 
 

Proceedings and Recommendations 

• Chennai has a wealth of architectural and cultural heritage that need conservation. 

• It is important that heritage buildings and precincts are protected from demolition or 

repairs beyond recognition, and strengthened wherever necessary to increase their life 

span and made usable.  Their active use is one way of conserving them. 

• Main causes of deterioration of the heritage buildings/precincts can be categorized as 

physical, chemical and biological or man-made.  Deterioration has to be prevented. 

• Under the guise of development, there is threat to heritage buildings/places.  Neglect 

of them and allowing vegetation to grow over them adds to their decay.   

• Heritage buildings/precincts need to be protected and conserved, and handed over 

safely and if possible in their pristine condition, to the future generations. 

• When UNESCO, Government of India and Tamil Nadu Government are listing and 

taking action on preservation of world heritage, national heritage, and state heritage 

monuments, remains and places, the CMDA at the metropolitan level shall continue 
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its endeavour to identify, list and conserve, under the regulatory process, the heritage 

buildings and precincts, not covered by the UNESCO, Government of India or Tamil 

Nadu State lists. 

• The Second Master Plan for Chennai contains provisions for heritage conservation.  

Similar provisions for listing and conservation of heritage buildings and precincts 

should form part of master plans for other cities and towns in Tamil Nadu. 

• For the heritage conservation legislations or rules to be effective, the regulations shall 

be simple to follow and the authorities who deal with applications for development in 

and around such sites should dispose them of within a stipulated time.  The process 

should also be transparent.   

• Notification of the statutory list of heritage buildings and precincts is not an end itself. 

It should be followed by a conservation plan for these buildings/precincts, in phases 

covering all of them, and recommended to owners of the buildings.  

• Financing the implementation of conservation plan should be explored; sources may 

be the Government of India’s Jawaharlal Nehru National Urban Renewal Mission 

(JnNURM) and Finance Commission grants, and State Government grants.  

• It is important to assign responsibility to owners of heritage buildings to strengthen, 

repair, maintain, preserve and conserve them.   Appropriate legal backing is essential. 

• The Government of Tamil Nadu may decide early on the need for a Heritage Act to 

cover conservation of buildings and precincts in Tamil Nadu and constitution of 

Heritage Conservation Authorities at State level and District level. 

• Strict enforcement of heritage rules is to be done with effective co-ordination among 

the agencies/departments concerned. 

• Proper documentation is essentially to be done for all heritage buildings/precincts to 

be conserved. 

• A data base on heritage buildings and precincts may be created in CMDA which can 

be accessed on-line by various departments/agencies such those who deal with 

buildings approvals, building permits, etc. 

• Preparation of a directory of professionals and craftsmen as well as a manual on 

materials, methods, processes and techniques involved, may be attempted.  
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• Incentives for conservation of heritage buildings or places which may be considered 

may include: 

• exemption of property tax, 

• allowing change of use (e.g. residential to commercial, like restaurants, shops for 

adaptive use), 

• Transfer of Development Rights (TDR) and renewable TDR (may be renewable once 

in 20 or 30 years), and 

• I.T. exemption to the corporate sector for investment on conservation. 

• The State should consider a separate budgetary allocation for conservation of heritage 

buildings which can be accessed by various departments/agencies.  

• Due consideration for conservation of heritage buildings/precincts should be given by 

all the authorities concerned including urban planning authorities, Public Works 

Department (PWD), Government departments/agencies who own heritage buildings, 

religious and charitable institutions, industries, corporate firms and private firms. 

• The conservation and protection of built heritage under the statutory provisions of law 

alone is not adequate to address the needs of heritage protection. There is a need to 

involve a wide range of multi-disciplinary professionals like architects, engineers, 

planners, historians, archaeologists and sociologists to address conservation and 

protection.  

• Heritage conservation is not a priority in many cities/towns. Creation of an 

Institutional set up for conservation is necessary; to start with a Heritage       

Conservation Cell in the Chennai City Corporation and CMDA may be considered.  

• People should be sensitized to the imperatives of heritage conservation, and the 

professionals involved in physical development should be motivated to be 

conservation oriented. 

• Professional courses, in Architecture, Civil Engineering, Town Planning or such 

others should include the subject as part of their curriculum. 

• Archaeological Survey of India (ASI) may come up with Heritage monument 

specific/site specific regulations early, as in metropolitan cities the listed monuments 

are in the midst of built up areas.  
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• Best practices in other cities in India in conservation may be studied and adopted for 

the cities/towns in Tamil Nadu. 

• Promoting awareness of heritage and sensitization of people on preservation and 

management through out-reach programmes may be taken up. 

• Cluster of heritage buildings/precincts may be identified and infrastructure developed 

for heritage walks or tourism circuits.  

• Due attention should be given to environmental impact and issues in the conservation 

of heritage buildings and precincts such as storm water drainage, water conservation, 

waste water disposal and effect of air pollutants.  

• People’s involvement and co-operation is vital in heritage conservation.  In the past 

many monuments were found protected against demolition by people’s movement. 

 

***** 
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br‹id¥ bgUefu¥ gFÂæš ghu«gçaä¡f f£ol§fis k‰W« Ïl§fis 

ghJfh¤jš - fU¤ju§»‹ ãiwÎ éHh 

 Áw¥òiu 

ÂU kh.R¥Ãukâa‹ 
tz¡f¤Â‰Fça nka®, br‹id khefuh£Á 

 

kÂ¥Ã‰F« kçahij¡F« cça br‹id¥ bgUef® ts®¢Á¡ FGk¤Â‹  cgjiyt® 

ÂUkÂ Nr‹ kh¤ô mt®fns, cW¥Ãd®-brayhs® ÂU.jahdª f£lhçah mt®fns, 

ãfœ¢Áæš g§nf‰w Myªö® ÂU. R.S.ghuÂ mt®fns br‹id¥ bgUef® ts®¢Á¡ FGk¤Â‹ 

jiyik Â£l mik¥ghs® ÂU. B.S.ÏuÅªju‹ mt®fns,  

br‹id¥ bgUef® ts®¢Á¡ FGk« el¤J« br‹id¥ bgUef® ghu«gça Ïl§fŸ 

ghJfh¤jš g‰¿ fhiyæèUªJ elªJ bfh©L tU« Ï¡fU¤ju§»š eh‹ g§F bfhŸs 

bfhL¤j thŒÃ‰F e‹¿ TW»nw‹. 

br‹id¥ bgUef® ts®¢Á¡ FGk« el¤Â¡ bfh©oU¡F« fU¤ju§»š 

fhiyæèUªJ gšntW jiy¥òfëš gšntW khãy§fëèUªJ ng¢rhs®fis tutiH¤J 

mij br‹id¥ bgUef® ts®¢Á¡ FGk« cg jiyt® bjhF¤J bfhL¤jh®. 

br‹id¥ bgUefçš cŸs Ú® ãiyfis¥ g‰¿ br.bg.t.F el¤Âa fU¤ju§F ga‹ 

cŸsjhf ÏUªjJ.  xU efu¤Â‰F MWfŸjh‹ mHF.  vªj efu¤Â‰F br‹whY«, mªj 

efu¤Â‹ bga® brhšY« eÂfŸ cŸsd. kh°nfh eÂ, nj«° eÂ, Á§f¥ó® eÂ ngh‹w eÂfis 

cjhuzkhf¡ Twyh«. Mdhš e«khš Tt«, g¡»«fh« fhšthŒ, éUf«gh¡f« fhšthŒ ngh‹w 

gšntW Ú® ãiyfŸ ÏUªjhY« Ït‰iw bgUik v‹W beŠir ãä®¤Â brhšy KoahJ.  

Ït‰¿š F¥igia bfh£L»wh®fŸ k‰W« fêÎÚiu é£LéL»wh®fŸ.  M¡»uä¥òfshš MW 

FW» btŸs ghÂ¥ò V‰gL»wJ. 

br‹id¥ bgUefçš cŸs Ú® ãiyfŸ F¿¤J elªj fU¤ju§»‹ gçªJiufë‹ go 

br‹id khefuh£Á %.1448 nfhofS¡F Â£l§fŸ jahç¤J ika muR¡F 4 ãiyfshf Ãç¤J 

rk®Ã¤JŸsJ.  Ï¤Â£l¤Â‹ Ñœ éUf«gh¡f« fhšthŒ, g¡»«fh« fhšthŒ vitahdY« rç 

mt‰iw ö®thç MH¥gL¤Â F¥igfis jé®¤J ÏªÚ® ãiyfis R¤j¥gL¤j 

bjhl§»ÍŸnsh«.   Ïu©lh©Lfëš MH« k‰W« mfy¥gL¤Â mjhtJ g¡»«fh« fhšthŒ 10 

Û£lçèUªJ 100 Û£l® mfykhf khW«.  Ïij Ïªj ãfœit eh‹ brhšy¡ fhuz« V‰fdnt 

më¤JŸs gçªJiufis ãiwnt‰¿ tU»nwh«.  Ï¥bghGJ k¡fël«  ekJ ÅL ekJ efu« 

Ït‰iw eh« ngâ ghJfh¡f nt©L« v‹w v©z« tªJŸsJ.   
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ghu«gça¡ f£ol« g‰¿ fU¤ju§F el¤Â 29 gçªJiufis cgjiyt® go¤J¡ 

fh£odh®fŸ. V‰fdnt Ú®ãiyfŸ fU¤ju§»š T¿a gçªJiufis brašgL¤ÂathW 

Ït‰iwÍ« brašgL¤Jnth«. 

v‹id, k¤Âa Áiw rhiy¡F mUnf cŸs xU fšyiwæš el¤Âa X® éHhé‰F 

f¤njhè¡f ghÂçahs®fŸ miH¤ÂUªjh®fŸ.  Ïªj fšyiw f£o  150 M©LfŸ M»wJ.  ÏJ 

giHik thŒªjJ.  Ïij ghu«gçaä¡f Ïlkhf v‹dhš fhzKoªjJ.  Ïªj éHhéš Ïªj 

fšyiwæš gof£LfŸ mik¡fÎ« k‰W« ca®nfhòu és¡F mik¡fÎ« nfhç¡if 

it¤jh®fŸ.  br‹id khefuh£, 38 vçô£L« Ïl§fis mHF ä¡f njh‰wkhf kh‰¿ÍŸsJ.  

Ïytr vç¥ò, eÅd c¤ÂfŸ, Ïytr M«òy‹° nrit ngh‹w m¿é¥òfŸ ÏUªjhY«, Ïªj 

fšyiwia mHF gL¤j k‰W« gofŸ mik¡f nfhç¡if tªjJ.  Ïij ãiwnt‰¿ xU Â£l« 

mik¡f mYty®fis nf£L¡ bfh©L cŸns‹.   

br‹id khefuh£Á br‹idæš 8 Ru§f¥ ghijfŸ k‰W« 8 nk«ghy§fis¡ f£o  

mitfŸ ÂwªJ it¡f¥g£lJ. 

1966 š f£l¥g£l çr®› t§» mUnf cŸs Ru§f¥ghij, br‹£uš uæš ãiya« mUnf 

cŸs Ru§f¥ghij, nfhl«gh¡f« nk«ghy« Ït‰iw mHF gL¤j cŸnsh«.  ÏJ muÁ‹ flik 

v‹gjhš Ït‰iw brŒJŸnsh«. brŒa ÏU¡»‹nwh«. 

ç¥g‹ f£ol« 1913š ft®d® b#duš ç¥g‹ f£oÍŸsh®.  90 M©LfŸ Kotilªjjhš 

X® éHh bfh©lhondh«. 98 M©LfŸ ãiwnt‰¿ajhš, xU jghš jiy btëæl nfhç¡if 

éL¤njh«.  100 M©LfŸ Koªjhš jh‹ jghš jiy btëæl KoÍ« v‹W T¿dh®fŸ.  

Mdhš jghš ciw btëæl¥g£lJ.  gHikjh‹ v‹W« ãiy¤ÂU¡F«.   2013 M©L jghš 

jiy btëæl¥gL«. 

#tA®yhš neU efu òzuik¥ò Â£l¤Â‹  Ñœ Ïªj khëifia òzuik¡f Â£l§fŸ 

rk®¥Ã¤njh«.  Kjèš kW¡f¥g£lJ.   

1866 M©L é¡nlhçah Ahš f£l¥g£lJ.  mÂš 32 filfŸ ÏUªjJ.  X® éisah£L 

ãWtdK« ÏUªjJ.  mJ r_f énuhj braš brŒÍ« Ïlkhf ÏUªjJ.  Ïªj Ïl¤Âš kfh fé 

ghuÂah®, nfhfny ngh‹wt®fŸ ciuah‰¿a Ïlkhf ÏUªjJ.  Ïªj f£ol¤ij òduik¡f 

%.3.3 nfho ãÂÍjé¡F JnNURM š rk®¥Ã¤njh«.  Kjèš kW¡f¥g£lJ.  giHa f£ol§fS¡F 

ãÂÍjé Ïšiy v‹W Tw¥g£lJ.  ÏªÂahényna KjšKiw ç¥g‹ f£ol« k‰W« é¡nlhçah 

AhY¡F¤ jh‹, #tA®yhš neU efu òzuik¥ò Â£l¤Â‹  Ñœ  ãÂÍjé »il¤jJ.  Ï‹D« 6 

khj fhy§fëš é¡nlhçah Ahš Âw¡f¥gL«. 500 – 600 ÏU¡iffŸ bfh©l é¡nlhçah 

Ahèš ãfœ¢ÁfŸ el¤j xU Ahš f£l¥gL»wJ.  j‰nghJ ÏJ br‹id khefuh£Á 
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MSifæ‹ Ñœ bfh©L tu¥g£LŸsJ.  m§F Ïy¡»a ãfœÎfŸ k‰W« bghJ k¡fŸ f©L 

fë¡f Light and Sound show el¤j c¤njÁ¤JŸnsh«. 

ç¥g‹f£ol¤Âš ghu«gça g‰¿ xU bghU£fh£Á mik¡f V‰ghL brŒJ 

bfh©oU¡»nwh«. 

br‹id khefuh£Á 102 tJ t£l¤Âš 60 M©Lfshf xU Ah°Ãlš cŸsJ.  mJ 

xGF« j‹ikÍl‹ ÏUªjJ.    mªj M°g¤Âçia m§»UªJ ntW Ïl¤Â‰F kh‰w nt©L« 

v‹wh®fŸ.  Mdhš eh‹ mij giHik khwhkš òduik¡f nt©L« v‹W brhšè mijÍ« 

brŒJŸnsh«.  

Ïijbašyh« eh‹ brhšy¡ fhuz« gH§fhy f£ol§fŸ ghJfh¡f¥gl nt©L«.  Ïªj 

fU¤ju§»š Tw¥g£LŸs miz¤J gçªJiufisÍ« br‹id khefuh£Á fU¤Âš bfh©L 

brašgL¤J«. 
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